OF THE WITNESS OF GOD 


- , Margfeſted ta me from my YOUTH, 
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| £*$$$ Rom my Youth 1 was made ſcnſible of ſomething in me; 
S F + which was contrary to God: but that which made it mani« 
S$>i&Þ tc{t I knew not to be of Gdd; although ir was the ſeed of Go + 

- m me which was Light , which made maniteſt my deeds to, 

be wrought, in darkneſs: for trom that time chat I was ren ycares of: 

age». knew $in; bur] knew nor God : yea and before that rime E: 
knew it, but in many yeares after I knew nor Gol: for when I would , | 

j Lye > there was fomraing within.me waich told me lying was a ſing, : 
| & {wearing was.& {in 8 evill ſpeaking, and deceirfull dealing,and. | | 
hghyvg and backbitings apd ſuch likewas contrary to Gold ; and ir, | 

dad norpnly diſgover {ach and-fuch names of things ynto; me which. | 
were eivell , but jt made the nature of rhem maniteft uato me. when! 
| t3cy were acted ,cnther by my ſelfe or athers: this ſhewed me:thar. 
*4J Lying-was:0 fpeake fallly, Drunkeneſs, was to drink roo much, and. 
{04qrih;and when lhad Lycd, then ix would reprove me , or deal, 
| deceittnily, irworld Jaye open it tome , {9 rhar ar all times. whenT. 
|, comured evill this was ready to Condemne me -, & this was alwaies, 
cenrary - tothe evill andmany tunes Tcrrors of endleſs Torments. 
was laid befgre-mezinſompgh char] was'reſtrained many times front, 
accompany mg, wih My familiers., ang delighted to be alone: ang, 
ſomthing zn.gae gefired to,know God: this I witneſſed before I knew, 
the Letter, obthe Scripture: but as-I grew in -yeares , I grew im wick>': 
ednc(s, and the wicked one grew ſtronger and ſtronger in me., and, | 
rhe juſt greiv-weaker and weaker; So that I came to delight ,more & 4 51 
mgre 1n {1n, 3ndgbat which before ,ceproved.me, I fogad to be Hg £11 
4 thcn all my,delight was in drunkenneſs, and uccleanneſs and WAF:s [ 
1 &tven up ro. Commit fin with grecdineſs:.yet at fome times I was; * 
ws Pewen wha Lhad gr; But that yehich mage manifeftd EET | 
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Heard thfm dcclare of a God and of a Chriſt which muſt be _belcey- 


hegan to ſcarch tl. c T ripturgs andI grew up, in the knowledge of 

ttc Lettcr, ang did belecve according as the Pricſts told me, & thicre 

I ttought my ſc]fe to be ſafe, for wlicn I was Convinced of fin in my 

Conſcience , I was nor long witk cur a remedy, far:there was not any 
romuyſe in tlic Scripture which was to belecvcrs, kutl could aply 
cm unto my {eſe 

lem and was buried , and the third Cay roſe againe &c. In this State 


ouſnefs: bur could ſpeake much ofthe Lettcrof tte Scripture, at the 
lat I came 2mongR a people called Arataptifts and was diligent in- 
hearing thcm , and was much taken with tkeir- words:-and deſired. 
© be in fellowſhip with them, which was granted me; then newneſs 
of Life was xequired of me , by ſcmthing within me which I-knew | 
not, but in that ſtate I-was not able to attaine unto it, and although I 
was Baptized with water, yet repentance from dead woerkes I could 
not witneſs; but I grew much in the wiſ{dome and 'becamne a ſpeaker - 
amongſt them: Yer that which TPreacht down in others, was upheld - 
within my (clfe; and ſo-whilft I preacht to others I was Condemned 
my ſelfe by thar in my- Conſcience z forthat told me fin was alive in 
mc, and that I was under the power of darkneſs , and many times 
whkcn I was tempted to Commit uncleanes ſomthing. within me - 
| would ſhew mettie Temper, and the-tempration; yet I found nor a- 
| ry power to reſiſt it: but with violenceoof luſt was carryed away to - 
| Ecmmir it , and then ſomthing within me would mourne and groan 
{- under theſe Abominations ſo that+ſomtimes Teares would proceed - 
! from mine cyes , yer a remedy I knew not, for that eye with which. 
{ I ſhould have beheld my Saviour -was blinded by tne God of this 
{ world : and in this State I was Choſen to be an Eldcr , becauſe of 
| my Wiſdome in the Letter: and when I was fo, there was none {6 
| forward as I to condemn Sin, and yer my ſelte the greateſt inner, & 
} would condemn them for not waſhing according to tte rule, mean- 
ig the Scriprure 3 whilſt I my ſelfe was Condemned in my Conſci- 
Re rerrry to God: Then many-times the Saints mas 
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ed in fot Salvation, and trrevgh Faith I muft be- ſaved, and Faith 
was tO belceve that CEriſt was the. Son of God, and ti:at he was. 
Erycified dr cgr 1ms;.and toſe again for pur Juſtification,and then I. 


;ecauſe I'did belteve that Criſt dyed at Jeruſa-' 


Fcontinved for ſcme yearcs , yet RIN takeing: pleaſure in unrighte-. 


. 
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. 1 many times I tooke Courage and ccmforted | 

neſs: which I ated privatly , then as Igrew higt.cr- in my wifdome © 
L.began the more to conſorme to the Letter of the Scripture for the - 
Scripture declared againſt anger , tkenI began to abfRtain from it * 
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cutwardly ; and vncleanneſs, filth yneſs, and deceit outwardly , and 


pride outwary!y , and ſo many of the Franches of Sin wcre Cropr 
off ; but the Root and Ercund frm whence it proceeded was nor”: | 
moved for-wiicn my will was croſt I was filled with anger , and thar | 
r<mained in my E.cart and Luſt had its abideing place within me, & 
my hcart was puft up with Pride: andeccit lodged within; and yer* 
| and of waſhing and clenfing,.. 


1n tis Sratc I could ſpeake of Saints, 
and purifying by te Blood of Ct-riſt , Redcmprion, and Iuſtificati- 


on Santification, and Holincſ+,all theſe things I could { peak of, and | 


ſo the deceit which was out of the Life of the- Saints, inthe Curſe 
got the Saints words for.a Covecring,& pcrfwaded me that there was 


no freecome from Sin untill I was dead , and then thar faith which I - 


had while I lived,, by tFat Ift;ould be ſaved when I-was dcad : So 


that Faith which puxiſyeth the. heart I was a Stranger-to, and al- - 


wayes wk en the witneſs of God Convinced me of Sinm my Conſci- 
ence the deccit drew our my miride from it, tolJcoke upon a Chriſk 
without me : and to minde the Scripture tobe. my rule, then many 
times it would be manifeſted tro me whereimT walked Contrary to 
the Scripture , and contrary to.the Saints walkings ; then rhe deceit - 
would pcr{wade me that the Scripture did not declare how they did 
walke, and tow thcy were, but how they ſhonld walke ; and how 
they ſhould be,bur never any of them did attaine to-whar tkcy ſhould 

be ; and theretore Ci.riſt dyed,thar his Righteouſneſs might be Im- 

puted unto us, and ſq we only belceving in th at ſhould be favedz and - 
ſo God did not look upon us as we were finners , but ke looked up- 

en us through his Son who had borne his indignation for us , & this - 
was my Covcring: And the Encmy got a place of abode within uns - 


_ 


moleſted; and was trans{crmed into an Angell of Light, Crying up - | 
the Ordinances of Cl:rift, t}.c Ordinances 01 Chriſt, Baptiſme, and | | 
txeaking of Bread; and all that were not in this way were Judged to-. | 
be in the Kingdcme of Satan, Arc cur of the way oft Chriſt, And fo . | 


with the Saints words I was painted, bur to tic Lite ofthe Saints - 


was a firanger : tor the Cioſs oi Cl:r1ſt I knew not , but the enmity - | 
. | \ xcmained... | 


my {dlfe in wicked--" 
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emainedalive within m2by waicaT was ſhit out from Go1:, m4” 
his Covenant of. LizhtI knewnor, yer in this ſtare] was called a 
Maſter of the Goſpll: and an Ailminiftrator ofrhe Orlinances of 
CGuriſt, waenT was a. ſtranger ro his Ligar, and an Elder ofthe 
Church, wacn I never witneſſed a Childs Stare, And fo in this con- 
duionIcontinued, having a high Conceit of tay felfe and outwardly 
many-cvills I had lefr, with wich the world-lived in:; beauſe the 
: Seripcure declared againſt them, 8& nor becauſeI hada Light with- ' 
inmewhich witncfſcd for God againſt rhem,but was 2 Sranger tO it * 
and/yctin my fallen wifdame which was ſenſuall andivelith T nad *© 
gor the Sainzs words to.ſpeake of, bur the ſpirit which they had,'by © 
which they:gave them forth I knew notnor; And fo in tis Nature 
| which is c{tranged from God, and is an enemy to him was our fel- 
| Jowſhip, and being-in this Nature we called our {clves'a Church of 
| Chriſt , and Saints, when Lknew not whataliving Stohe was: And 


methat] was not a-member of Ckriſt., ter.] never witneſſed rhe new. 
| Birch, and fomtimes this. would ftrike :Tcrror im me, and then it - 
would be preſented ae HE that an-E der muſt be blatneleſs; & thar ' 
| iInmy!Conſcience wopld.lay open -the wickedneſs of iny hear; and” 
Je meknow that] was ror lameleſs, and that would let m6 ſee thr * 
the hand. of thc .Lord wes -againit me for Thad only the forme of 
| Godlineſs, bur power 1 wanted by which Sin might be overcome, & 
{ rhe goods was-a Strayger,to with which.1 ſhould overcotne evill, as ' 
ſauth the $6ripturci3Be NOT Vere cme withevill bur oveft.cme tyjtl" 
with good;;.and fo Sin had. Dominion-,evill thoughts bad Dotnition 
{ Luftiand Anger 8&c.;And alrkough 1 had Croproff many branches - 
| in my will that my proicſhon.might not beſhamed before the world 
| Capkichmade ir (6 much the.more deceirfull,becanſe 6firs faire onr- | 
| ſide yet,the Roog emained and the earch ftoed by which it was: 
newvithed; and the-Ax was never layde to.the Root, rio it never came ' 
necreat,buo there ir. ood firme unmoleſted for tne Devill kad per- 

'  ſwaded melſhould never be freed from Sin whillt 11ived-, 8 much 

| lefs from evillthoughts,, and 1 belceved him, for he had made me 

|| bhadethartiew nothing.to thecontrary; and [o.n tne heighr- of my 
F/. peofefiion whilft 1 fayd.l was a Jew, my icart was the Sinagogue of ' 
ESazans:and:thathe.ought: get a peaccable habitation to Reigne as | 
FL C239 he wit me, Feraugat me to looke without mc, ſor 
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| Tþcing in this State, many times that iu my Conſcience would tell / 


' 


Salvation and-take the Prophets wor ls , and the Saints words to be | 
my rule ; ior ne pcr{waded me that tacre was no other rule in theſe 
dayes, or way to know Go4; then that which tt:ey had left in writ- 
4ng , fo, he having perſwaded me herein , he obrainted his end ; for 
Llooking our wita my firſt nature and falen wiſdome (run ) unto the 
Letrer of the Scripture , and fo in thar nature waich+»is under the 
power of the devill and accurſed from Gol ,I hall gor a profeſſion of 
worlds ; and {o1 fed upon winde, but all this waile the devill had his 
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f Ccmmeth into the world, & this Dodtrin peirced chrongh me , yea 


FE minded the Law of God which Law is Light 3 which Law T touii; 


it pcirccd through the carth and never ceaſed vntill ir react ad the 
witncſs which lay in the grave undcr death which was covered with 


carth , this hcard the voice, and kncw the voice, & owned the voice, 


and did ariſfc out of thc grave,then thar which I:ad kcpr it in bondage 
Even the ſame which Fad got the Saints words to ſpcake of , and had 
made a profeſſion was diſmayed , and fearc{uincſs layd L.old vpon 
thar nature , & that would Fave fled jrem the preſence of the Light 
Eut I turning my minde to within to rhe Light , ſaw my ſclfe polu- 
ted , adcn of Theeves , a Cage of unclcan Birds , a habitation for 

Dragons ; and the Sinagog of Satan : Then did tte Juſt ariſe in fury | 
and indignation then was rhe Sword drawn, and mace ready for the 
flaughtcr , and the cvcrlaſting Arme was ftreched out againſt the 
I:cathen to cut Cown and to deſtroy, and make defolate that great 
City Babilon , which had laid Gods hcretage waſte ; then didbe a- 
Tiſc in his power , and did flay on tte right Eand, and deſtroy on 
the left ; then did For young Men fall in the Strcers , and ker Men of 
Wear were Cut off ; and ter ſtrong ones did faint, and her mighty 
ones were diſmayed teforette preſence of the Lambe that was dead 
and is alive , and livcth {er cvcr mcre ;-forbis hand did not ſpare 
neither did his cyc pity, untill he had avenged himſclte of his ad- 
veriarycs , and had gorcn Eimfelte a Name above all Names ; and ſo 
kceping my minde to tt at of God , which was manifſcſted in me, 


' Came to ſce the giving out of the Law, which was dredfull to that 


Nature which Had Sinned , which Law was Light , by which 
Light , I ſaw my ſelte , and my nakedneſs was difcovered , and 
Gods JuJgments made manifeſt againſt the tranſgrefſor ; then 
Totcnneſs poſicfſed my Bones, and my ficſh d1d ftirk , and a noyſom 
fore krak-forth upon me, and all my joy was turned into. mourning 
and bitter Lamenration ; for tt:cre was no way to c{cape the Sword, 
it ever ] cameto the tree of Lite ; for it turned every way, and the 
ſeaven Thunders vttcred their voyces, and tl:e ſcaven Piagues was 
powered forth upon that Nature tl: man of Sin : So here] came to 
witneſs the Lord to cntcr into the t ouſe of the Theefe, and to bea 
{ſwift witneſs againſt the Sorcerer and all evill deers. And ſoas] 


kept my minde to the Ligtr, I came to witneſs my redemption and 


zerft Nature tobe deſtroyed , for as Icame to minde ti:c Light, I 
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writch in my heart , and ſokeeping my minde to that which diſco- * 
vecred Sin, 1 reccived power againſt Sin , & my minde being kept to 
that,mine cye was ſingle & my whole body was full of Light,ſothat 
_J<ould fee tre encmy, and comprehend his wiles, and ſce the remp- 

tation , and ſce that Nature which had joynded & would joyne with 
the temptcr , bur tanding in the Light , I ſtood in that which croſt _ 
that Nature and did abide in the Counſell of God , and through this 
Croſs that nature was lain, and a dying to Sin , I came to witneſs 
through the Light and Lhad no more need to be taught of Men or tg 
looke without me for a theachcr,tor this ſhewed me what was goods 
& what the LorJ ta1rcquired of me,and when I looked out and gon 
irom it, this would rcprove me , and let me {ce wherein I had offend 
ed and this would riſc up in Judgment againſt the offender & 1 keep- 
Ing my minde to it the wicked could nor eſcape , nor the deceiver 
could not behid, for the things o!E ſan were ſearched out,& his hicen 
eings ſought up,andT found the Loxd watcl;ing over me to pluck up 
and to throw down, and to make waſte the babitabion of Eſau, ang 
EcreI came to witneſs a Diſciples late, for my mindeÞ cirg kept to 
the Light, I was upon my watch-towcr, and ti:cre I. could fee tht. eE- 
ncmyztor the Light made im maniſeſt and every vaine tought way 
brought to Jucgment,and the Eouſe of Ioſeph was a flame, and the 
l-ouſe of Eſau as fttubble, and the houſe of David grew ſtranger & 
ſtronger , tut the houſe of Saule grew weaker and weaker ; and here 
_ I came to kr.ow the tcrrors of theLord againſt that which Fad ſinned 
and the Man-Child came to be borne , which nothing could ſatisfie 
Þut the Bread of Life: and God gave me Manna trom heaven;{ro it to - 
feed upon, and it was fed and grew ſtrong in Battle , ſo that he ſlew 
on tle righ hand, and ceſtroyed one the left; and his Name became 
dreadfull to his adverſarics, tor all judgment was given unto him, & 
as he did over come, tt:cn pure joy would ariſe and the living would 
praiſe him {rom wt.om deliverance came, And hereI came to wit- 
rſs Faith by which my teart was purificd , .and by which I over- 
came the wcrld,which faith is ihe gitt of God, to which taithgin the 
} ighcſt of my-pxoſcffion I was rcprobate as a)l. the worlds profcfi- 
ons are, for 1 only telceved Lecavic it was Vriten ; and ſo my fallen 
wiſtom and firi Nature wh.1ct: 1+ accuſed keirg found in the tranſ- | 
ercfſion kclecved the rcport of 2 1h ing as of God and Ct rift with- 
Out me, þut I did not bclecye in the Ligh zz Cemmandeds 
| wao 
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* who faith belceve in the Light, thac you may be Children of the” 
" Eigltt, 7 tothis Light I was a ſtranger and an Enemy, my minde 

* being alianatcd from it, looking tor a Saviour without me, waen 
when thc Encmy of my happinets waich alone TI had need to be ſav- 
ed irom,was within ( O ! all profcfſors read your conditions ) and 
ſothe doore to the Farher wi1ici ts the Light, 1 was an Enemy -tntoy 
and ſo an Enemy to God being an Encmy to his Light ; for how 
ould I be reconciled ro'God whilſt I was condemned for Sin-in my 
| Conſcience by that meaſure of Light which he had :given me to 
walke by, wi:1ch 1s a mca{ure of 111mfel te thar Condemied me, then 
how couldTI te juſtified by trim wao is one with his Light, and fo 
the reconciliation which the Saints witneſſed Tknew nor , uatill my 
Sin came to be taken away by Griſt, the Ligarzrhen I came to wit- 
| neſs Salvation by Jcfus whofaved me fromminc-Enemy ,mine Ene-. 
| my was Sin, ke faved tne from Sin, the ſting of death is San , in ſav= 
ing me from Sin I was freed from death,and*the ſtrengttrof Sin is the: 
* Law; in ſaving-me trom Sin , the righteouſneſs of the Law was ſul- 
* Ailled in me, wio walked not aiter rhe fleſh, Take notice rhe fleſh. 
 didnor lead me bur ater tne ſpirit; Take norice againe by the ſpirit: 
| I was led, and and the ſpirit is Light which leadech nor into-Sin ,: 
- bur into righteouſneſs, and being led by the ſpirit I had peace with. 
* God; the ſpirit is-Lignr, following the light, obeying tizs light, -be-. 
© teeving in the light, 1 was by the light Teconcilcd ro'God , aand-by: 
* Chriſt che light, the middle wall of Parcition was broken down; 
and he was my Peace, the light? 'Heare all you profkeflors of the; 
World are ſhut out, whoſe minde is from the light:, he 1s not your: 
peace whilft you commit Sin, for Sin 1s reproved by the light yand: 


- That which js-reproved 15-made-maniteſt by the Ligt, 
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